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This volume brings together essays, most of which were given at a Viking Society Student Conference held 

at Oxford in 2006, on the ways in which Old Norse literature and the medieval culture of Iceland and 

Scandinavia have influenced writers, especially writers in English, after the Middle Ages. In recent years the 

study of medievalism, the post-medieval reception and influence of medieval literature and culture, has 

become an increasingly productive field of research as scholars have realized that interrogating past 

constructions of the medieval is a valuable way of reflecting on their own relationship to the material they 

study. The essays collected here cover a wide chronological span (from the eighteenth century to the twenty-

first) and a range of literary genres (poetry, novel, libretto, children’s literature and fantasy fiction). 
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